
Senior bench 

PUBLICATIONS 
In April 1948 the Star­News 

launched two new columns about 
the Junior Colleges, written on 
the respective campuses. PCC had 
the ”Capers,” Muir’s was en­
titled ”Jottings,” Once a week 
these columns provided news and 
information about campus events 
and students. Both had wide 
audiences. 

PCC Publications. Pipes of 
Pan, first published in 1946, was 
an annual literary publication 

containing original prose, poetry, essays and short stories written 
by PCC students. The creative writing class evaluated the merits 
of the pieces submitted. Entries were judged on choice of subject, 
originality and style. The editorial staff made the final selections 
and prepared them for publication. 

The Social Science Council first produced the Gadfly in 1962. It 
was a student opinion periodical of social and political comment 
reproduced in newsletter format and distributed free on a 
campus­wide basis. 

JMC Publications. Although it meant starting from scratch, 
John Muir College was determined to have a yearbook, even in its 
first year. The name Round­Up was selected because it tied in with 
the school’s emblem, the Mustang. 

JMC’s newspaper was the Blazer, taking its title from the idea 
of trail­blazing. Underfinanced in the beginning, it still maintained 
a high level of quality. In 1949 the Associated Press named it one of 
only five junior college publications nationwide deserving a rating 
of ”Excellent.” 

The PCC printshop handled a surprising amount of work for 
its size, producing the Pasadena Chronicle, Campus, The Huddle, 
John Muir’s Blazer, and a miscellany of bulletins, programs, ballots, 
posters, invitations, and notices. 

The PJC printshop and two campus publications 
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Sports After the War 

period.Although PCC football would struggle the next several years, 
in 1960, receiver Phil Hoover became an All­American as he set a 
then single­season receiving record at PCC with thirty­nine catches 
for 716 yards. 

From 1948­1960, legendary coach John Thurman built a 
baseball powerhouse at Pasadena CC. Thurman coached nine 
Western State Conference champions, including a pair of NJCAA 
national titles and the state title in 1950. In 1949, future major 
leaguer Bob Lillis (LA Dodgers) led the Bulldogs to twenty­nine 

1945­1960 
In 1949, the PCC football team set a school record that still 

stands, for most points in a game in a 76­0 whitewash of Sterling 
College of Colorado. A 9­1­1 season that year under new Head 
Coach Bob Blackman foreshadowed an outstanding three­year run 
for Pasadena football from 1951­53. 

The ‘51 team was easily the best PCC squad since Jackie 
Robinson’s ‘38 team and certainly can be argued to be one of the 
most powerful football teams in community college history. The 
‘51 team went a perfect 12­0 under Blackman and won the national 
championship as well as the state and Western States Conference 
titles. 

For the first time in school history, the program played in a 
sanctioned bowl game as PCC downed Tyler, Texas, 28­26, in the 
‘51 Junior Rose Bowl game. All­American running back and PCC 
Hall of Famer Allen Napoleon and backfield mate Addison 
Hawthorne led the Lancers that season. Napoleon became only the 
second PCC back and the first since Robinson to gain over a 1,000 
yards rushing (1,040) in one season. Kicker George Textor set a 
school mark with forty extra­point kicks, while Henry Makekau 
ran back the longest kick return in school history, a 100­yard 
touchdown. 

Blackman’s 1952 team went 8­2 and was credited with another 
national title for its regular season play. In 1953, Ed Nyden became 
Head Coach and PCC recorded the school’s third perfect season 
winning all eleven games and a third straight national championship. 

The ‘53 team, paced by All­American back Ron Cunningham 
and top receiver Larry Ross, capped the season with a 28­13 win 
over Contra Costa in the Potato Bowl. 

Overall from 1951­53, PCC football teams recorded an amazing 
31­2 record. After Coach Mickey Anderson took over head coaching 
duties in 1954­56, PCC continued success, going 23­7 during that 

The Horrell brothers at the dedication of Horrell Field 

Lacy League football players 
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Coach John Thurman at the dedication 
of Thurman Field 

Bob Lillis, PJC Hall of Famer 

wins. That team was so dominating that they defeated the likes of 
Glendale, El Camino and Mt. San Antonio by more than 20­run 
margins. 

The 1948 baseball team was led by Bob Johnson’s school­record 
10 pitching wins. 

In 1947, Dick Williams played for the PJC’s High School 
Division baseball team and was an All­Southern California 
performer. Williams went on to a 13­year playing career in the 
Major Leagues, and later became one of the most successful 
managers in MLB history. Williams managed the Oakland A’s to 
World Series titles in 1972 and ‘73, and is the only manager to 
direct three different teams (Oakland, Boston, San Diego) to 
pennants. Johnson, Lillis, and Williams are all members of the PCC 
Hall of Fame. 

In 1951, Coach Leonard Yandle’s PCC basketball team played 
the most games in school history—forty­five games, and went 24­
21 in the grueling schedule. A member of that team was none other 
than Jerry Tarkanian, who would later go on to become a state 
champion coach at PCC in 1967 and eventually one of the 
winningest coaches in NCAA history. 

From 1949­51, the PCC boxing team, coached by Gerald Harris 
and then James Worthington, was the top boxing team on the West 
Coast, winning the NJCAA championships twice. Henry Wilfong 
(1951­52) was a two­time Golden Gloves champion, winning in 
the 145­pound, then 165­pound class, respectively. 

In 1953, Yandle coached the golf team to a state title, and later 
Nor Jacqua coached three Western State Conference champion 
teams between 1955­60. 

In gymnastics, Dick Getzelman won the Junior AAU individual 
title in 1950, and the next season his brother Bill Getzelman helped 
Coach Dave McBride’s PCC team win the team AAU junior 
championship. 

John Cramer won the state 100­yard swimming title in 1958. 
In 1949, Hugh Stewart dominated JC men’s tennis for 

Pasadena. Stewart won the trifecta as he captured the conference, 
Ojai and National JCAA singles titles. Stewart teamed with Fred 
Houghton to win the national doubles championship as well. In 
1950, Jack Grigry won the WSC singles championship. PCC played 
under the guidance of Coach C. Kenneth Smith during those two 
seasons. 

On the 1957 PCC track and field team, sprinter Bob Poynter 
won the state 220­yard dash and was second in the 100. 

War ball, early 1950s 
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THE EARLY 1960S 
In the 1930s, Pasadena Junior College featured a bevy of 

great athletes and teams. Not until the 1960s did a group of athletes 
make as great an impact at PCC. 

A member of the Community College Sports Hall of Fame, 
Rod Sherman ran track and field at PCC in 1963 and went on to 
play football and track at USC before a career as a wide receiver in 
the NFL with the Oakland Raiders. 

The 1962 track team finished as the runner­up at the State 
Championship Meet, but featured two superb sprinters. Dave Morris 
set a state meet record and school record in winning the 100­yard 
dash at 9.5 seconds. Morris then set a national record of 20.8 seconds 
to win the 220 event. Both of Morris’s records shattered the previous 
best marks originally set by Mack Robinson. 

The Ventura Victory Special, a yearly sports excursion for decades 

Walter Butler won the 120­high hurdles at the state meet, 
and set a PCC record with a time of 14.5 seconds. 

In gymnastics, Coach Jerry Todd’s teams dominated the 
national JC ranks during the entire decade, winning numerous state, 
AAU, and Western State Conference titles. In 1962, Bill Wolf won 
the national AAU rings title. George Greenfield of the ‘68 
gymnastics team went on to perform for the U.S. team in the 1972 
Olympics in Munich. 

From 1962­63, swimmer Paul Poduska set individual PCC 
records in five different events, including a state championship in 
the 1,500 meters at 18:31.2. 

In 1965, Larry Collins won the state individual tennis title, 
and with teammate Milt Reimars, won the doubles championship. 
Mike Marcin won the 1966 Ojai singles title and teamed with Hans 
Imthout to win the Ojai doubles championship. 
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In the Pasadena Area 
In the 1950s, Pasadena saw growth, increased ethnic diversity, 

and a sense of fun. Poodle skirts were a kick, so was lunch at Bob’s Big 
Boy down the block from PCC, and oh, those two­tone cars! 

In this decade, the city opened six new elementary schools, two 
junior high schools, and a new campus for Pasadena High. The public 
library system set a goal of a branch library within one mile of every 
Pasadena resident. A flurry of annexations continued to expand the 
city limits. 

The arts picked up steam nicely, too. The school at the Pasadena 
Playhouse put up its 300 students in dormitories near the theater. It 
was sending soon­to­be­famous actors on to Hollywood and the stage. 
In 1951, Galka Scheyer, a German art collector, gave her collection of 
about 600 German Expressionist paintings to the Pasadena Art Institute. 
Included were the internationally known ”Blue Four” artists. 

In 1957, youth concerts started at the Civic Auditorium. Soon 
after that, the Wrigley family gave their mansion to the city to become 
the headquarters for the Tournament of Roses. 

Business growth included a big shopping center for the new 
Hastings Ranch development, and the opening of Robinson’s 

department store on Colorado Boulevard. Farther east on Foothill 
Boulevard, Stuart Pharmaceuticals built its headquarters, designed by 
Edward Stone, which drew national attention. 

At the end of the 1950s, the chamber of commerce declared the 
elimination of smog, before the ban on backyard incinerators, as its 
top goal. They established a ”Pasadena Standard,” guidelines for clean 
industries it hoped to attract which would not harm Pasadena’s 
residential life. Auto dealerships were encouraged; ironically, the next 
challenge was developing sufficient parking in town. 

Demographics were changing, as black and Hispanic citizens took 
their places more and more in the city’s businesses and schools. But it 
took Pasadenans a while to appreciate their own Jackie Robinson. 

Despite all the change, Pasadena seemed to be aging, its downtown 
faltering, its residential areas showing blight. A major economic study 
of the city by Stanford Research Institute was enlightening. As a result, 
the Community Redevelopment Agency was formed in 1960. The 
post­war sense of well­being was winding down, and some hard work 
of consensus building about urban renewal and school integration lay 
ahead for the City of Roses. 

The Wrigley Mansion, now home of the Tournament of Roses 

Pasadena, 1949 
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The Paramedical­Sciences Building, now known as Armen Sarafian Hall 
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The Armory Center for the Arts

The 210 Freeway 

In the Pasadena Area 
Pasadena’s history during this period is a story of beginnings and 

endings, and a dynamic civic life. The arts fared well, as the Gamble 
family deeded their home to the City of Pasadena jointly with the 
University of Southern California (1966), establishing the well­loved 
Gamble House. 

Other cultural beginnings were the new Pasadena Art Museum 
at Colorado and Orange Grove (1969), the Ambassador College 
Auditorium (1974) and the Art Center College of Design (1976). 
Norton Simon added another star in the city’s artistic crown when he 
bought and renamed the Pasadena Art Museum and substantially 
increased the original collection. 

The pace of life picked up when the 210 Freeway was built across 
the entire city, but some 3,500 households were displaced. With all	 this zest of beginnings, there were departures too. In the mid­70s the 

last of the bright pink Farmers Market Buildings at Lake and Walnut 
Streets was razed. Pasadena’s last Navy facility, the Naval Undersea 
Center, spun off from Caltech in the 1940s as the Naval Ordinance 
Test Station, departed for San Diego. The Wilson Music Company 
(essential in town since 1906) closed its doors for the last time. 

Visitors were coming to the Crown City in great numbers, so the 
Convention and Visitors Bureau was founded (1966) and the new 
Pasadena Conference Center opened (1973). This was a distinguished 
city now, caring for its cultural past and vibrant with new goings­on. 
Britain’s Princess Margaret visited followed soon after by her nephew 
Prince Charles, while the King and Queen of Thailand were honored 
guests in 1967. 

Pasadena has been keen on creative solutions; you can not keep a 
good idea down in this city. When the Pasadena Art Museum lost its 
space to the newcomer Simon, its supporters kept contemporary art 
alive first at Caltech’s Baxter Art Gallery; then losing that venue, they 
opened the Armory Center for the Arts in Old Pasadena. Bringing the 
lively art of the children into the old arsenal was something like beating 
swords into plowshares. 

Armory Center for the Arts 
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Catherine J. Robbins Building 

rally was nearly broken up by angry song girls who were determined 
to kick them out of the free speech area so they could hold a noon­
time pep rally. After an hour of posturing and threats, afternoon 
classes began and both sides backed down. 

Students’ rights and responsibilities became an issue in 1972 
when anti­war protesters attempted to display posters that contained 
an infamous four­letter word: F—the War! The Trustees found that 
the use of the word violated provisions in the State Education Code. 
American Civil Liberties Union lawyers representing the students 
noted that the U. S. Supreme Court found the word acceptable when 
used in a non­sexual context. The Board of Trustees ultimately 
produced a new statement of students’ rights and responsibilities 
that put the dispute to rest. 

Streaking—a more curious aspect of the national protest 
movement—found its way to PCC in 1974. This practice of running 

THE RISSER AWARDS 
The annual Risser Awards are PCC’s highest honors. They are 

given annually to a faculty member and to a non­teaching staff 
member to motivate and reward quality teaching and quality staff 
support. 

Students nominate the award winners by means of petition. 
A committee of past faculty winners selects the recipients, each of 
whom receives a cash award and a recognition plaque. 

Criteria for the award include the quality of instruction, 
inspiration to the students, fair, understandable evaluation and 
grading, the number of times the person was nominated, and loyalty 
to PCC and the United States. 

The awards are endowed by the Risser family, two of whom 
have served as faculty members at Pasadena City College. 

Dr. Joe Risser, award recipient Dr. Michelle Ireland­Galman, and 
Superintendent­President Dr. James Kossler at the 1999 award presentation 
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naked through public areas was a protest against the establishment. 
After running around campus at lunch time, two streakers stopped 
in at the campus newspaper office for an interview. “I was scared 
until I came around the corner of the Bookstore. All those people 
were waiting for us,” said one of the streakers. “After that it was a 
breeze. My wife would have participated too, but she’s a little 
overweight.” The streakers were later arrested and convicted of 
indecent exposure. 

BUILDING PROGRAM 
While the debate on national priorities continued, PPC’s 

building program did too. After four years of construction the 
western half of the Catherine J. Robbins Building and the Mall to 
the north of it opened for use in 1969. 

Two years later the reconstruction, remodeling and air 
conditioning of C Building and Library began. The lack of heating 
that winter proved to be a watershed for female staff. For the first 
time they were permitted to wear trousers in class. Ceilings were 

THE OMD 
The Order of Mast and Dagger was founded in 1927 as the official 

honor society of Pasadena Junior College. Its purpose was to recognize 
students and faculty who had rendered all­around distinguished 
service to the college.The founders chose the name“Order ofMast and 
Dagger” because the mascot of PJC was then a Pirate. Nobu Kawai 
served as the first president. 

Like most college societies, the insignia of the organization was 
expressed in Greek characters­in this case Omicron Mu Delta. When 
the Bulldog mascot replaced the Pirate, the Greek characters became 
the official name of the society, but it is usually referred to as the 
OMD. 

Initiates found out that they were accepted for membership by 
being tapped on the arm—or occasionally some other part of the body— 
by an OMD member. Various kinds of tapping rituals were practiced, 
but all were highly­anticipated. The first tapping took place at the 
climax of the class breakfast on June 16, 1927. The seven charter 
members of the OMD wound slowly in a line through the group of 
students and teachers sitting expectantly on 
the lawn of the campus social center, Bleeker 
House.The charter members stopped at each 
of the five chosen tappees and placed the 
“insignia of honor” on them. An initiation 
ceremony followed. Later tapping was done 
at class assemblies, and after that in 
classrooms during class, when the tappees 

would be excused from class for the 
rest of the day. 

The most fondly remembered 
OMD activity was the annual OMD 
Carnival. For decades the members 
would organize the energies of 
themselves and other clubs for a 
week of amusements and a parade. 
OMD Week offered a refreshing 
break from the rigors of college study 
and raised money for scholarships. 
Post World War II competition from 
television and other public 
amusements—then closer than ever 
thanks to the new system of 
freeways—and the more serious 
social attitudes of the ‘60s brought an 
end to the carnivals. 

In recent years the OMD’s 
mission to recognize service to PCC 
in various capacities, rather than 
individual achievements, was 
narrowed to include tapping some 
students for bringing distinction to 
the college and honor to themselves 
in a specialized field. 
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Trustees Susanna Miele and Dr. Jeanette Mann 

lowered to remove echoes and many new private offices were built. 
Elevators for the physically handicapped were installed in most of 
the buildings that did not already have them by 1976. 

The San Fernando Earthquake of February 9, 1971 was the 
biggest earthquake to hit the Pasadena area in decades. Mercifully 
it struck at 6 a.m. and damage on campus was limited to some 
lighting fixtures and fallen ceiling panels. More damaging were the 
twelve days of heavy rains in 1983 that caused some classes to be 
dismissed as parts of the T Building, records office, television studio, 
and the radio station were flooded. 

In 1973, Sierra Bonita Avenue was closed south of Colorado 
Boulevard, and Bonnie Avenue was widened to open new parking 
areas. 

The Paramedical­Sciences Building, the new home for the 
nursing department, opened in 1974. Included were a 300­seat 
lecture hall with a three section rotating stage, activities labs 
equipped with dense and manic impatience, a physiology lab, and 
various life science class’s and laboratories. The total area 
encompassed 120,000 square feet. Soon after the building opened, 
the occupants experienced strange vibrations on the third and fourth 

floors. The constant 
shaking, which caused 
dizziness in some, was 
traced to a miss­designed 
air induction vent fan. 
When the fan was rebuilt 
the shaking stopped. 

PROPOSITION 13 
The end of the 

Vietnam War in 1975 
ushered in new problems 
for PCC. Male students 
no longer had to attend 
college to delay or avoid 
military service, but many 
servicemen returned to 
college, funded by the 
Vietnam GI bill, to com­
plete their education. By 
1978 most of these 
students had graduated 
and the college exper­
ienced a four percent 
decline in enrollement. 
This was a harbinger of 
dire times. 

On June 6, 1978, 
nearly two­thirds of 
California’s voters passed 
Proposition 13, reducing 
property tax rates on 
homes, businesses, and 
farms by about fifty­
seven percent. This led to 
budget cuts of tens of 

The latest in computers, 1965 

Dr. John W. Casey, 
Superintendent­President, 1984­1987 
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The tradition of each 
graduating class planting a 
time capsule was revived 
briefly in the 1970s (left) 

millions of dollars, deep program cuts, layoffs, and eventually to 
the introduction of tuition of $5 per unit in 1981. 

As the average enrollment neared 20,000 per year, and budget 
cuts forced the layoff of dozens of instructors, the college 
implemented a large­group instruction (LGI) program. Under this 
system three or four classes on a particular subject were merged 
into one super­sized class with one instructor teaching four times 
the usual number of students. This practice, and the practice of laying 
off instructors but not laying off administrators, became the focus 
in the 1984 board of trustees election. In circumstances almost 
unique in California history, candidate Susanna Miele tied with 
incumbent Roger Gertmenian in the fourth district count. A runoff 
elected Miele to office, and she and Dr. Jeanette Mann became the 
first two women members of the board of trustees. 

By the mid­1980s, the state found more revenue for the 
community colleges. Careful management of the college’s resources 
and improved community support for the college’s goals set the 
stage for PCC’s most prosperous era. 

CURRICULUM 
Classes in nursery 

school management, 
dental hygiene, res­
taurant management and 
community development 
were introduced during 
this period. The Emer­
gency Medical Technician 
program started in 1974. 

Student fashion show (right), 
1963 
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THE ACADEMIC SENATE 
The bylaws of the faculty senate were originally adopted in May 

of 1967. At the time, the senate functioned with little legal authority 
to address issues that affected faculty. In 1979, collective bargaining 
was introduced, with some of the issues of the faculty senate being 
taken on by the faculty bargaining agent. 

Then, in 1988, the California state legislature passed AB1725, a
 
law that dramatically improved the rights of faculty by establishing 
an academic senate at each of the state’s community colleges. PCC 
continued to use the name faculty senate until the end of the year 
2000. It introduced the concept of shared governance as the right of 
faculty in professional and academic matters. According to AB1725 
the governing board of the college must reach mutual agreement with 
faculty (academic senate) on ten different professional and academic 
matters, including such issues as curriculum, degree requirements, 
grading policies, educational program development, and processes for 
program review, institutional planning, and budget development. 

One expression of the academic senate’s more powerful role in 
college governance is reflected in PCC’s current faculty hiring 
procedures which provide for a substantive role for faculty. In addition 
to its shared governance responsibilities, the Academic Senate also 
recommends academic rank change for faculty and awards annual 
scholarships to PCC students. 

SENATE PRESIDENTS 

Lawrence A. Johannsen 1967­68 

John S. Madden 1968­69 

William P. Bair 1969­71
 

John H. Snyder 

W. Frank Baum 

1971­72 

1972­73 

Leonard C. Perry 

Robert C. Carter 

1973­74 

1974­75 

Carol Kipps Dean 

A. Keith Miller 

1975­76 

1976­77 

S. Chrystal Watson 

Wallace E. Calvert 

1977­78 

1978­79 

Joseph M. Probst 

Kathryn W. Dabelow 

Bobby Jones 

Gordon F. Brown 

(May­Sept. 1979) 

(Oct. 1979­Aug. 1980) 

(Sept.1980­Oct. 1980) 

1980­81 

Fredrick E. Holland 1981­83 

Marion S. Murphy 

Ernest F. Neumann 

Harry Kawahara 

Jane S. Hallinger 

Marjorie Richardson 

S. Chrystal Watson 

Anthony Georgilas 

Ellen Ligons 

Alan Lamson 

1983­85 

(Feb.­June 1985) 

1985­87 

1987­89 

1989­90 

1990­94 

1994­96 

1996­2000 

2000­
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The most important change of this era to some students was the 
introduction of credit/no­credit grading in 1969. 

Sometimes improving the curriculum meant holding classes 
off campus. The board of trustees contracted with the Stony Ridge 
Observatory in the Angeles National Forest near Mount Wilson, 
to use their 30­inch telescope for one year, starting in 1972. This 
provided astronomy classes with a smog­free alternative to PCC’s 
own 20­inch telescope. The total cost of the project was $120. 

In 1985, the board of trustees approved an exchange program 
with Oxford University, England. Other study abroad programs 
followed in Italy, China, and Vietnam. 

The college continued to reach out to the community. The 
Community Adult Training Center was established in 1968. The 
Weekend College began the following year, offering Friday night 
and Saturday classes for those who couldn’t attend during the week. 
The After School Music Conservatory followed within a year, 
attracting high school students to the college. 

Main Floor, C Building, 1966 

Community demands for more social relevance in the 
curriculum were supported by most faculty, and the college 

ALPHA GAMMA SIGMA 
The AGS was founded as the 

ETHNIC STUDIES 

California Junior College Honor 
Scholarship Society by Dr. William T. 
Boyce, Head Administrator of Fullerton 
Junior College, in 1926. The founder 
hoped it would be the junior college 
version of the Phi Beta Kappa. Boyce 
wanted to promote a scholarly 
competition between junior colleges and 
to add luster to commencement exercises. 

The society’s stated purposes now are: 
“To promote, recognize, encourage, and foster scholarship and 

educational attainments among students of the junior colleges of 
the State of California; 

To recognize students attaining high scholastic records; 
To make students more conscious of the advantage of high 

scholarship; 
To bring together students attaining high scholastic records 

for their mutual benefit.” 
During the first year, chapters were established at Bakersfield, 

Chaffey, Fullerton, Pasadena, Santa Ana, Santa Maria, and San 
Bernardino. At the 1932 convention in San Bernardino, chapter 
names were drawn by lot and PJC became the Alpha chapter. 

Soon after its founding, several students asked that the society 
replace its cumbersome name “California Junior College Honor 
Scholarship Society” with a shorter and then more fashionable 
Greek name. In 1932, a committee selected the motto: “Add to good 
character, knowledge and judgment.” Three Greek words “Arete,” 
“Gnosis,” and “Sophrosyne” embodied the meaning of the motto. 
Their initial letters, Alpha Gamma Sigma, would serve as the name 
of the society. Ultimately, in 1940, the society incorporated under 
California law as “Alpha Gamma Sigma, The California Junior 
College Honor Scholarship Society, Inc.” 

The AGS has been associated with scholarship and 
achievement ever since. 
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Bob’s Big Boy Restaurant was a PCC dining institution for decades. When the 
chain built a new restaurant on Lake Avenue in 1979, the building reopened as 
the Lancer Restaurant and fed the hungry PCC community until the college 
purchased the site to make way for the new library 

Home Economics class 

responded by creating new courses in women’s history, and in Black, 
Latin American, Chicano, and Asian studies. 

By 1970, PCC offered nineteen courses concerning Latin 
America. Thirteen of them were conducted in Spanish, and two in 
Brazilian Portuguese. This was nothing new. As early as 1924, PJC 
had offered classes on a wide vartiety of subjects taught exclusively 
in Spanish, and within two years it became one of a handful of 
junior colleges to offer the history of Latin and Luso Portuguese 
America. 

Radio & Television. In 1966 faculty produced TV programs 
that were aired on the KABC­TV series “Scope.” Two years later 
Professor Lennox Tierney offered the first TV community college 
credit course “History of Art.” Tierney won two Emmy awards. 
The Telecommunications Department began using color television 
cameras in 1971. “Check It Out,” a television program that 
showcased the talents of PCC students first hit the air in 1978. 

In 1975, Instructional Television Services was created to 
produce or coordinate a variety of transferable college credit courses 
on public television stations which off­campus students could watch 
from home. This opened up the new opportunity for distance 
learning. 

KPCS, the campus radio station, won dozens of national and 
local broadcasting award during the ‘70s and ‘80s. Reflecting the 
fact that the station was no longer under the auspices of Pasadena 
City Schools, the call letters were changed to the more appropriate 
“KPCC” at the end of 1971. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
Clubs. The 1970s and 1980s represented the Golden Age for 

PCC clubs—especially those that explored social issues. The Asian 
and Latino fraternal societies that had existed since the 1920s 
reinvented themselves to address contemporary issues. These were 
augmented by newer clubs with a more political and social focus 
such as the Black Student Association and MEChA. 

Employee groups—the Association of Black Employees, the 
La Raza Staff and Faculty Association, and the Asian Pacific 
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American Faculty and Staff Association—were also 
formed to address the same concerns. 

Social reform remained the focus of student 
activities well after the national protests had quieted. 
The United Native Americans organized as a club in 
1971 to promote of the quality and understanding of 
Native American Indian life. 

The status of women was another popular subject. 
Some students debated the merits of the then­pending 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution that would, they 
hoped, confirm the equal rights of women. Others argued 
about the public policy towards abortion. 

Students formed PCC’s Gay Student Union in 
February of 1977. Modeled after the Homophile Union of 
Boston, it met weekly to promote acceptance and public 
understanding of the gay lifestyle. 

New­Agers could join the Kundulini Yoga club. They 
organized to conduct a weekly ritual of exercise, chant and 
medatation. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Severe financial cutbacks meant that the last edition of 

the college yearbook, Pageant, was published in 1968. Pageant 
was the last version of the PHS yearbook that was first 
published in 1912. The yearbook was replaced by the magazine 
Aspect, which was edited by the former yearbook editors and 
sold for seventy­five cents. Articles on social issues such as race 
relations, the draft, and student dissent replaced the usual 
chronology of the year’s happenings. Political cartoons and an article 
on what would happen if a hurricane hit Southern California made 
up the balance of the first issue. The most important element of the 
magazine seemed to be a coloring contest that would award the 
winner a cash prize of ten dollars. President Sarafian, Norman Abbey 
of the Art Department, and Mrs. Barbara Leadabrand, a noted 
Pasadena artist, were the judges. The magazine had a short life. 
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Sports—1965­1985
 
THE LATE 1960S 

In 1966­67, the PCC athletic program turned the Western 
States Conference into a Lancers monopoly. PCC won the WSC 
title in football, cross country, basketball, baseball, track and field, 
swimming, gymnastics, and golf. They finished second in the other 
two men’s sports, tennis and water polo. 

The ‘67 season was highlighted by PCC state championships 
in baseball, basketball, and cross country. Darrell Evans was a starting 
guard on the basketball team under Head Coach Jerry Tarkanian, 
and later Evans played third base in helping Coach Ron Robinson’s 
PCC team win the state title in baseball. 

Evans, a member of the Community College Hall of Fame and 
a career 400­plus home run hitter in the Major Leagues for three 
teams, is the only athlete to play for both a state champion team in 
basketball and baseball in the same calendar year. 

All the moods of Head Basketball Coach Jerry Tarkanian 
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Darrell Evans, a champion for PCC in both baseball and basketball 

On the basketball team from 1966­68, Sam Robinson became 
the college’s all­time leading scorer with 1,604 points over two 
seasons. Robinson and teammates John Trapp (1966­67) and George 
Trapp (1967­69) all went on to play professional basketball. 
Robinson played with Florida of the old ABA, while John Trapp 
played with the NBA’s LA Lakers and brother George Trapp was a 
member of the Detroit Pistons. 

Under Tarkanian’s leadership, the ‘66­67 team went an amazing 
35­1, then followed that up with a 31­3 record in the 1967­68 season 
(Cerritos won state). It is one of only two times in PCC history 
that the basketball team recorded a 30­win season. Tarkanian later 
became one of the all­time winningest coaches in NCAA history at 
UNLV and at Fresno State. 

Surprisingly, in the ‘68­69 season, the basketball team won 
another state championship, going 27­5 under Coach Dan Ayala. 
George Trapp led the team in scoring. The PCC football team won 
the 1966 Junior Rose Bowl over Jones, Mississippi, 38­9. The Lancers 
went 8­1­1 overall under Head Coach Don Hunt. 

The football team was led by JC All­Americans in offensive 
lineman Curtis Seagrove and defensive back Skip Robinson, who 
later was a top­flight track coach and eventually PCC Dean of 
Athletics and athletic director beginning in 1995. 

Runner Jesse Gomez led the state champion cross country team 
with a school record mark in the event that season. Gomez went on 
to coach track and cross country at PCC. 

THE 1970S 
In 1974­76, one of Pasadena City College’s greatest athletes 

Michael Cooper proved a spectacular talent for the men’s basketball 
team. He scored 1,040 points in his JC career to join the Top Ten 
list in PCC history. Although the teams didn’t fare as well, Cooper 
was an All­Metro Conference and All­State player who went on to 
be a member of five NBA world champion LA Lakers teams. Cooper 
was inducted into the PCC Sports Hall of Fame, and later became 
the coach of the champion L.A. Sparks in the WNBA. 

The decade of the 1970s was a dominating one for PCC football 
as the Lancers won six Metropolitan Conference championships. 
In 1970, All­American tailback Sylvester Youngblood ran for a then 
school­record 1,441 yards for the Lancers. Youngblood set a state 
record for most carries in a game with 52 and gained a then school­
record 305 yards in a win over Santa Monica. 

Just one year later, younger brother and All­American running 
back Albert Youngblood broke Sylvester’s school records for yards 
in a season (1,450) and a PCC record for most yards rushed in a 
game (316). 

In 1972, Coach Bill Sandstrom’s Lancers won twelve 
consecutive games and captured the regular­season JC Grid­Wire 
national No. 1 ranking. However, PCC’s dream season and bid for a 
state title ended in a 21­7 loss to Fresno in the Potato Bowl. All­
American quarterback Rick Holoubek passed for a school­record 
2,452 yards and twenty touchdowns while All­American wide 
receiver Jesse Roberts set a receiving record with fifty­nine catches 
for 1,205 yards. Elvin Moman became the third PCC running back 
in three seasons to break 1,000 rushing yards. 
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Michael Cooper as a student and as a pro 

In 1974, Coach Myron Tarkanian (younger brother of Jerry 
Tarkanian) directed the Lancers to an undefeated regular season at 
10­0, the Metro Conference championship, and another national 
No. 1 ranking. Again, a great season was foiled in the postseason 
as a state playoff against East LA resulted in a 14­14 tie, but ELAC 
advanced to the next round by gaining more yards. 

The late ‘70s became another successful run in PCC gridiron 
history. The 1977 team, coached by Al Luginbill, is considered the 
most talented team in school history. The ‘77 Lancers went 11­1, 
beating College of the Sequoias, 24­21, for the Potato Bowl crown 
before routing Jones, Mississippi, 38­9, in the Junior Rose Bowl. 
The win gave PCC the national championship of JC football. Two 
future NFL All­Pros helped lead Pasadena in State Defensive Player 
of the Year and lineman Jim Wilks (New Orleans Saints) and kicker 
Mike Lansford (LA Rams), who made a school­record fifteen field 
goals and forty extra points that year. Wilks was inducted into the 
PCC Hall of Fame in 2001. 

In 1978, PCC went 8­3, won the Metro title and beat Sequoias 
again for the Potato Bowl crown, 31­28. The Lancers made it three 

straight conference titles in 1979 with a 9­2 season and a win over 
Sequoias, 21­13, in the Metro­Valley Bowl under Head Coach 
Harvey Hyde. The season belonged to All­American running back 
Reggie Brown who set a PCC record for most yards rushing in a 
season (1,549) and a career (2,272). Brown went on to play for the 
NFL’s Atlanta Falcons. 

Another dominating sport for PCC in the ‘70s was men’s 
swimming. Coach Ron Ballatore coached back­to­back state 
champion swim teams in 1971 and ‘72. Ballatore had several great 
individual swimmers under his tutelage. In 1972, Jack Tingley won 
both the 500­ and 1,650­meter state titles with then­state­record 
times, including a still­third­best 15:36.5 in the 1,650. 

Tingley went on to win the the 1974 NCAA national title in 
the 1,650 and helped USC win the national team championship 
that season. Ballatore would go on to coach a NCAA championship 
swim team at UCLA in 1982. 

The swimming program dominated again with three straight 
state team champions from 1976­78. Glen Aiken set a state record 
in the 200­butterfly (1:49.9) at the ‘77 championships that held up 
for twenty­one years. Eric Marks won the 100­butterfly (49.53), 
the 50­freestyle (20.93), and the 100­freestyle (45.22, then state 
record) at the ‘78 state meet. The ‘78 team featured state record 
holders by PCC in the 400­medley and 400­freestyle relays, led by 
Marks, Aiken and Per Kermark. 

In 1978, PCC stormed to the men’s track and field state 
championship under State Coach of the Year, Skip Robinson. 

The ‘78 baseball team featured hard­throwing lefty pitcher 
Matt Young, who went on to an eleven­year career in major league 
baseball, primarily with Seattle and Boston. Young threw an eight­
inning, complete­game no hitter, but lost to host Cleveland, 2­1, 
while a Red Sox player. Young was an All­Star with the Mariners. 

The ‘77 PCC baseball team featured infielder Alan Wiggins, 
who went on to a seven­year career in Major League Baseball with 
the San Diego Padres and Baltimore Orioles. Wiggins set a Padres’ 
record for stolen bases in a season with 70 and played against another 
PCC alum Darrell Evans in the 1984 World Series, won by Detroit. 
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THE EARLY 1980S 
In the 1970s, community colleges began recognizing women’s 

sports as intercollegiate teams. By the start of the 1980s, Pasadena 
City College became a success in women’s softball. Coach Sandi 
Iverson took over the softball program in 1980 and proceeded to 
coach four Metropolitan Conference champion teams in the decade. 
Between 1981­82, Elise King, an All­Southern California selection, 
led the softball team in hitting, including a standing school­record. 
468 batting average in 1982. Pitcher Susan Rodriguez became the 
school’s first 20­game winner (21) in 1985. 

In 1980­81, the PCC women’s tennis team produced back­to­
back singles state champions in Mary Ellis (1980) and Anna Marie 
Bernstein (1981). 

In 1980, the football program recorded its fourth straight 
Metropolitan Conference championship under Head Coach Harvey 
Hyde. The Lancers were 10­0, but had a perfect season snapped by 
Modesto, 20­10, in the Metro­Valley Bowl. 

Between 1982­84, Head Coach Larry Reisbig went 22­9 in three 
seasons and Pasadena won postseason bowl games in 1982 over 
West Hills, 32­16, in the Valley Bowl, and in 1984 over Riverside, 
29­11, in the Foothill Bowl. 

The mid­80s featured two great athletes who played the same 
two sports, track and field and football. Eric Thomas played for the 
1983 Lancers football team and was an All­State defensive back. 
Thomas then led the ‘84 track team to a state championship as he 
won the long jump (25­feet­4 inches) and was on the winning 4x100 
relay team. Thomas went o to an NFL career, playing in a Super 
Bowl with the Cincinnati Bengals. 

The other star athlete was Anthony Miller, who dominated in 
the 1985­86 sports season. Miller was an All­American wide receiver 
on the PCC football team, before pulling off a sprinting double at 
the ‘86 State Track and Field Championships. Miller won the 100­
meters (10.38 seconds) and 200­meters (20.83) titles. Miller later 
became an All­Pro receiver in the NFL with the San Diego Chargers 
and Denver Broncos. 

Coach George Terzian took over the men’s basketball program 
in the 1979­80 season and recorded four 20­plus win seasons in the 
decade. Terzian’s 1982­83 team went 28­8 overall and made it to 
the state finals before losing to Cerritos in the championship game 
in double, overtime. Darnell Fletcher, one of PCC’s top five all­time 
leading scorers, was the team’s MVP. 
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TOWARDS THE NEW 
MILLENNIUM 

The 1990s brought changes that set the pace for the new 
millenium. The wave of ethnic diversification that swept 
through the student population in the 1980s spread to the 

faculty and administration in the 1990s. College governance 
underwent fundamental changes. An extensive building project 
relieved endemic overcrowding and changed the face of the campus. 
Curriculum changed to incorporate new technolgies far beyond the 
traditional fields of of electronics and computer sciences. 

Detracting from these improvements were the effects of the 
stock market crash of 1987 followed by a general downturn in the 
world economy. The end of the Cold War brought changes in 
government spending, and local defense employers laid off tens of 
thousands of workers. Shrinking state budgets meant cutbacks in 
funding for all state­funded colleges, especially the community 
colleges. While the college could rely on private and corporate 
contributions to build new facilities, the college’s operating expenses 
had to be met by the taxpayers and the students. Consequently 
student fees doubled and hundreds of classes were not offered, 
ultimately denying positions at the college to thousands of students. 

The economic recovery of the late 1990s alleviated the worst of 
these conditions, just in time for the celebration of PCC’s seventy­
fifth anniversary. 

DIVERSITY 
The dramatic change in the ethnicity of the student population 

that the college experienced in the 1980s gave way to a slower rate 
of change. While the percentage of African American, Filipino, and 
Native American students remained steady compared to the 
previous decade, the growth in the numbers of Asian students, both 

American­born and immigrant, slowed to a rate of 4 percent over 
the decade. The Latino population continued its trend, since 1970, 
of growing about seven percent per decade while the white student 
population continued its rate of decline, again from 1970, of about 
20 percent per decade. The most dramatic change came among 
administrators, almost half of them whom were non­white by the 
end of the 1990s. 

GOVERNANCE 
The passage of Assembly Bill 1725, spearheaded by California 

State Senator John Vasconcellos, created the Community College 
Reform Act of 1985. This law addressed a desire by many faculty 
and classified staff to participate fully in the governance of their 

Superintendent­President Jack Scott with the plans for the new library 
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Luther Renfroe, first African 
American trustee of the Pasadena 
Area Community College District 

colleges and to restore a measure 
of collegiality that had lessened 
since the introduction of collective 
bargaining in the mid­1970s. 

The act created PCC’s College 
Coordinating Council, which 
provides a forum to which any 
individual or group from the 
college community could bring a 
college­related issue for official 
consideration and resolution. The 
council discusses all issues brought 
to it and decides which of the 
various consultative groups the 
issue should be sent to for 
resolution, or it sets up ad­hoc 
committees for issues not 
pertaining to an established group. 

In addition to the college president, the council has sixteen 
members who represent these consultative groups. The academic 
and classified staff senates (whose roles are discussed elsewhere) 
each have three representatives. Themanagement association,which 
represents the administrative arm of the college, and the associated 
students organization also each have three representatives. PCC’s 
four collective bargaining units, the California Teachers’ Association, 
the California School Employees’ Association, the Instructional 
Support Services Unit, and the Police Officers’ Association, fill out 
the council’s membership with one representative each. 

Academic and professional items are considered by another 
group, the Council on Academic and Professional Matters. This 
council tries to achieve consensus between the Academic Senate 
and the board of trustees on these matters. 

Departments were turned into divisions during this period, 
and their leaders became division deans. 

THE CLASSIFIED SENATE 
PCC staff members participate in the governance of the College 

by means of the Classified Senate. It also collects, evaluates, and 
disseminates information of interest to the staff. Its 18 senators serve 
two­year terms and represent the following segments of the staff: 

Clerical & Secretarial 7 members 
Technical & Paraprofessional 5 members 
Service & Maintenance 3 members 
Skilled Trades 2 members 
C.E.C. 1 member 

CLASSIFIED SENATE PRESIDENTS 

Hollis Stewart 1992­95 
Glenna Watterson 1995­97 
Sonja Hickey 1997­99 
Ed Glasscock 1999­2000 
Paula Dawson 2000­01 
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Dedication ceremony of the Shatford Library on October 27, 1993, 
Walter Shatford II, speaker 

The library fountain (above)—The frame of the cap of library rotunda being hoisted 
into position (below) 

BUILDING PROJECTS 
The 1990s brought the most extensive changes to the college 

facilities since the Field Act changes of the 1930s. The college 
purchased property for both new buildings and expanded parking 
facilities. Some obsolete buildings were demolished while others 
were refurbished. Modern landscaping greatly upgraded the general 
appearance of the college. Starting in 1987, the administration, 
faculty, staff and community contractors formulated a master 
rebuilding plan that anticipated college facilities requirements well 
into the 21st century. The cost of these improvements ultimately 
exceeded $100 million. 

Library/Media Services Facility. The first building to be 
completed under the new master plan was the Walter T. Shatford II 
Library and Media Center, named for PCC’s longest­serving Trustee. 
A thousand PCC supporters turned out to hear keynote speaker 
President John Maguire of the Claremont Graduate School and 
University Center dedicate the building in October, 1993. PCC 

faculty and staff, custodians 
and clerical workers, 
teachers and technicians 
contributed over $345,000 
towards the ultimate cost of 
$16.5 million. It was the 
first new major building 
completed on campus in 20 
years. 

The three­story build­
ing allocates 50,000 square 
feet allocated to library 
functions and 9,000 square 
feet to a Media Center. The 
old library, built prior to the 
Korean Conflict, exceeded 
its designed capacity in the 
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late 1970s and couldn’t meet the demands of new library­related 
technologies. The general circulation book collection in the new 
library exceeds 115,000—almost twice the number of volumes in 
the previous building. The Library provides abundant open floor 
space, and the reading areas near large north­facing windows afford 
students a view of the mountains and increase the amount of natural 
lighting. Also housed in the building are the Media Center, television 
production studios, and KPCC. The radio station was previously 

housed in four overcrowded 
rooms in the basement of C 
Building. 

The old library building 
was remodeled into the Student 
Services Center that includes 
the offices for admissions, 
records, counseling, financial 
aid, registration, and transfer 
planning. It reopened in 1997. 

Inscription over the old library, Student Services Center door 

The new Student Services Center replaced the old library 

Jack Scott, Superintendent­President,
 
1987­1995
 

Videotape duplication and teleconferencing, Media Center 
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Razing of the old smokestack at the 
site of the future parking structure 

Parking Structure. When PCC opened in in the 1920s, most 
students relied on public transportation to get to school. After World 
War II, most students could afford automobiles, and most drove 
them to the campus where they competed for a shrinking number 
of parking spaces. Residents living near PCC complained for decades 
about students parking in front of their houses. As enrollments 
soared, the parking situation worsened. 

The next building to be opened under the new Master Plan 
alleviated most of the problem. The $9.2 million parking structure 
opened on January 9, 1994. Previously,the college had 2,350 parking 

spaces for a student population of 23,000. To bring the PCC parking 
inventory up to the statewide average, 2,000 spaces were added. 

The five­story structure on Del Mar Boulevard rises only two 
stories above the adjoining surface parking lot because it was built 
on a slope. This allows entrance to the structure on three different 
levels. A pedestrian plaza connects the structure to the Alumni 
Commons. Soon after opening, Dr. James Kossler, Assistant 
Superintendent of Administrative Services, reported that students 
were calmer when they got to class and they showed up on time 
more often. 
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The old Community Skills Center The new Community Education Center (above) 

Community Education Center. In 1979 PCC, the city of 
Pasadena, and the Pasadena Unified School District agreed to 
establish a community skills center. Originally located on the then­
disused campus of McKinley Junior High School at the corner of 
Oak Knoll Avenue and Del Mar Boulevard, a permanent site was 
found on Foothill Boulevard in east Pasadena. 

The now­renamed Community Education Center opened in 
August of 1996. The two­story building was organized around three 
major courtyards. Administered by PCC, the center provides year­
round basic education, occupational training, a high school diploma 
program, and a program in English as a second language (ESL). 
The center serves approximately 4,000 students each semester. 

A retail service class at CEC 
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