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Alias Sketchbook Pro2 
PCC/Winter Session Workshop 2006
David Lee, IDSA, instructor
Abraham Peters, assistant instructor-floating
Agenda
8AM-9:45AM

Learning the basics, simple drawing exercises, and using imported images.

9:45-10AM

Break-stretch your arms/legs-check out each other’s work.
10AM-12PM

Design Assignments-sketching and editing sketched objects.
12:00-12:45PM 

Lunch-on your own.
1:00-3:00PM

Design Assignments-editing sketched objects-rendering.
2:30-3:00PM
Break-2D sketching to 3D model demo.
3:00-4:00PM

Print your sketches and critique studio work, user feedback.
Introductions
What is Skechbook Pro? 
A 100% digital, nimble, high quality paint and drawing application designed for use with Pen Tablets, Pen Displays, and Tablet PCs. Available for both MAC and PCs.

What it isn’t.
It doesn’t offer extensive image editing tools such as Photoshop, nor does it offer effects filters. If desired, sketchbook images can be exported into Photoshop for those features, then imported back into Sketchbook Pro2.
Why Use Sketchbook over traditional sketching?
It doesn’t make one a better illustrator, rather it allows you to illustrate with more ease and flexibility over traditional pen on paper methods. You still need the basics of perspective, composition, rendering, 2D and 3D design. The tools were designed primarily for product, entertainment, and transportation designers, however special techniques for other fields can be developed!
How do I use it in my studio?
I use it in conjunction with imported 2D images and 3D CAD shaded models. It allows me to sketch over basic geometry so that I can freely explore within given physical constraints, or modify existing designs to quickly offer design alternatives. I usually label
my sketches and email them to my clients for review and approval prior to completing a project.
How can we use it in our student assignments?
Depending on class policy, ask your instructors if they have objections to using digital drawing process. It allows for easy image editing, scaling, and composition work. No more fingerprint smudged work!
It’s a sharing tool!
Skechbook Pro2 allows you to work 100% digital, improving workflow by eliminating the need for scanning and printing original work. Images can be saved in most popular file formats and can be inserted into presentations, other editing applications, and emailed. Sketchbook Pro2 allows easy sharing of images with classmates or your instructor for immediate feedback.
Start! Locate the Alias Sketchbook Pro2 icon on your desktop.
Open Alias Sketchbook Pro by double-tapping the icon with your pen.

Under Edit, pull down to:

Pen Responsiveness:

Adjust to midpoint or your own setting.

Under Preferences:

Adjust maximum undo, set to 30.

Set image resolution to 96 dpi.
Images saved will default as TIFF files so you can recover your layer settings.
Learning how to use drawing tools
Using your pen, you can easily select your desired drawing tool simply by pressing your pen tip atop any of the icons. The icon selected will be highlighted in color and remain in effect until you select your next tool. To begin drawing, you must select a color from your color wheel (white can only be used when drawing atop a contrasting value).

Go ahead and try all the drawing tools to get a feel…change colors if you like!
Always use your undo-redo arrow keys to recover last drawing move.
Adjusting pen sizes on screen.

Adjusting pen size and ink flow using your two-button pen mouse.

Drawing Tools
Pencil Tool:
Great for layout work-adustable, screen adjustable.
Airbrush Tool: Laying down gradations, soft surfaces, screen adjustable.
Sharpie:
Laying down marker value-adjustable bullet nose.

Chisel Point:
Felt-Tip marker-adjustable broad nib strokes.

Ballpoint:
Great for writing call-outs, notes.

Paintbrush:
Soft, watercolor-like layering effects.
Felt-Tip pen:
Tapered point on pen simulates prisma pencils.

Blender:
Smudge Tool-blends OK.

Hard Eraser:
Magic Rub-screen adjustable.

Soft Eraser:
Kneaded Rubber-can pull up value in gradations.

Customizable Brushes: As needed

Editing your images using selection tools.

Redo and Undo functions.

Editing your selection using scale, rotation, and movement tools.

Copying and Pasting image selections

Using Color Wheel and Floating Color Selector
There are two ways to select color. On the editing menu, there is a small color wheel which allows you to quickly select basic colors to sketch with.
The other method is to use the floating color selector. The floating color selector can be placed anywhere in your work area allowing for both solid colors and tints/values. In selecting tints and values, there is a adjustment graph allowing you to pick the exact color you desire. However if you need to return to that color, simply use the color picker tool and “dip” it into the desired color on your sketch. This will recover the desired value to complete your sketch. This works a lot faster than having to save multiple swatches of colors that clutters your work area.You can simply select a new color to reset and move forward with your next drawing.

Using the Pen-driven Layer Editor

Using layers-must save image file before layers can be created.
Saving your images.
Files can also be saved as PSD-including layers.

Image files (jpegs) can easily be saved and imported into 2D/3D CAD grids.
Importing scanned and saved images
There are times when you would prefer to use either a saved image such as a 3D CAD shaded model, magazine scrap, or hand drawn line art. I usually like to bring imageinto Sketchbook Pro2 as jpegs, but check to see that the resolution matches your preference setting (96-100dpi). Low resolution allows you to work a lot faster and it won’t bog down your computer. Once imported into Sketchbook Pro2, you are free to edit the image as you would if it were created within.

Alias Sketchbook Pro2 investment:

Available as a free-15 day trial. Download from Alias:
http://www.aliaswavefront.com/glb/eng/products-services/sketchbook_pro/free_trial.jsp
Students and Teachers: US$ 89.99 (Full 2.0 upgraded version) as of 01-06-06.
Professional:

US$168.00(w/2.0 upgrade) as of 01-06-06.
Wacom  Intuos3 Pen Tablet Cost:
www.digitalgraphicsresources.com/index.asp?PageAction=VIEWCATS&Category=97

6X8 Tablet, Pen, Mouse
US$286.00 + shipping
9X12 Tablet, Pen, Mouse
US$386.00 + shipping
Web links and References

www.alias.com
www.cardesignnews.com
www.core77.com
I like these sites because Sketchbook Pro users posts their sketch work regularly, with immediate user community feedback. As in all software applications, there’s no substitute for practice, practice, and more practice. Use previous projects as an underlay sketch-it’s a great way to train your cursor-stylist coordination. 
If budget permits, treat yourself to either a Tablet pc or Wacom’s Cintiq pen display. Both these devices allow you to bypass the tablet and let’s you draw directly on-screen. You may now introduce traditional templates, guides, and straight edges to help in developing an even tighter illustration-the limits are endless!

Thanks for your precious time today-now go download Alias Sketchbook Pro 2 and get sketching…digital sketching!
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