Pasadena City College

Department of Music

Course Information Sheet

Course:


Music 41B-First Year Piano


Credit:


1 Unit

Instructor:

Dr. Phillip Young



Office:  V202B

Phone: (626)585-7795

Office Hours

	Mon. 8:20-8:50, 11:30-12:00
	Tues. 2:35-3:35
	Wed. 11:30-12:00, 1:05-1:35, 4:50-6:50
	Thurs.9:55-10:25


E-Mail: 

pdyoung@pasadena.edu

Texts:  Repertoire 3A, Olson


The Older Beginner Piano Course, Level II, Bastien


Piano Syllabus II, Oka


Keyboard Painting, Mitacek

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of C in Music 41B or audition

Materials:  Notebook:  Three-ring, loose-leaf binder with notebook paper.  Piano Syllabus II, Oka should be placed in this binder.  Pencil:  Bring to class each session.  Never mark in your music with a pen.

Requirements:  It is essential to set up a daily practice schedule.  One hour of daily practice is necessary fro most students.  Remember, this is a SKILLS course.  

Fifteen to eighteen pieces will be learned during the semester.  Timed note drills and rhythm assignments will emphasize music reading.  Varied piano technic will be studied.  A small amount of written theory correlated with the playing assignments will be assigned.  

Purpose:  This Is a course designed for personal music making, primarily for the non-music major.  "Enjoyment through challenge."

Course Description and Goals:  Playing the piano for pleasure is intellectually and emotionally satisfying.  Successful learning encounters take place during each class session.  Playing the piano heightens sensitivity and lifts us to become better human beings.  In group piano, one student can enrich the learning of another.  By the end of 16 weeks, when accompanied by regular class attendance and minimum of one hour per day practice, the student should be able to play the following pieces In correct tempo and with stylistic accuracy and musicality:  Sonata by Lyons, pp. 15-16 (Olson and March by Siegemeister, pp. 30-31 (Olson). 

In addition, the student will learn to use the damper pedal and understand musical terminology appearing in the score.  The student will learn to analyze each composition studied In terms of form and harmonic structure.  The student will learn increased tone control, dynamic control and will learn to recognize key signatures, Including relative minor.  

Arrangements of folk materials in major and minor keys will be studied In the Bastein text.  Simple Classical literature will be provided In the Olson text.  Basic keyboard technic includes use of the damper pedal, una corda pedal, chord Inversions, alberti bass patterns, cross-hand technic, rhythm patterns using triplets and 16th notes.    

Attendance:  Attendance In class is expected.  Class piano is a "hands on" type course with many direct learning experiences.  Specific listening and playing goals are present IN CLASS.  Many student-teacher Interactions take place to achieve a common goal.  Should you miss class, getting "notes" from a fellow student is expected, but remember that this is a poor substitute for being there.  If you miss a class, you should try to "make-up" that time by meeting me during conference hours and/or practicing with the piano tutor.  Exchange phone numbers with two other students in this class should you be absent.  It Is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to keep up with all assignments.  

College policy requires that a student be dropped from the roll when absences total more than the number of hours the class meets in a two-week period.  Individual problems of extended absences due to Illness or other causes may be resolved by consultation with the Instructor.  Absences will affect your grade.  

Grading and testing:  Testing is approximately every week.  Exams must be taken on scheduled dates unless excused:  Arrangements for the excused absence must be made prior to exams.  A one-hour practice lab is required.  You are expected to practice one hour per week on campus in the music building.  Weekly exams, class attendance, consistent preparation of class work and Improvement determine your grade.  To receive an “A” in the course, you must have tested all the required pieces and exercises listed in the syllabus.
Practice: K-2, electronic piano lab is available on a first-come basis.  A schedule of available times is posted just outside the door.  A limited number of practice rooms are sometimes available in K-5.  Check at the desk In K-5.

Music 140:  This course will give you one unit of credit for three hours per week of music practice her on campus.  Why not add an extra unit of credit for the practice time that you have to do anyway.  Check In the lab for details. 

Helps:  A piano tutor is available at no charge to the student.  A schedule is posted In K-5; check with the lab Coordinator In K-5 or see your piano Instructor.  Don't hesitate to ask questions;  music staff members are here to help you learn.  Lab Coordinators are stationed In K-5 to give assistance in all matters dealing with practice, reference materials, etc.  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1.  Perform and analyze simple Classical literature and arrangements of folk material in major and minor keys.

2.   Sight-read accurately pieces of the difficulty of those found In Sight-Reading, Vol. II, Bastien.  

3.  Demonstrate a theoretical and playing knowledge of Inversions of triads on the white-note keys.  Also dominant 7ths in inverted positions.

4.  Master the damper pedal.  Become familiar with the una corda pedal.

5.  Demonstrate good hand position, finger Independence, down/up wrist motion in phrasing, gradation of dynamics, tone control, legato 3rds, extension, thumb-under, crossover finger substitution, and cross-hand technic.

6.  Demonstrate hand coordination drills such as balance between the hands (melody and accompaniment,) left hand melodies, combination of legato and staccato touches, alberti bass patterns.

7.  Use basic musical symbols such as repeat signs, staccatos, accents, slurs, triplets, ties, fermata, first and second endings, pedal signs, 8va, and Identify all notes In the treble and bass clefs Including ledger lines.

8.  Define basic Italian musical terms for tempi and dynamics such as:  forte, piano, mezzo forte, mezzo piano, moderato, fine, d.c al fine, diminuendo, crescendo, decrescendo, ritardando, a tempo, largo, allegro, adagio, andante, andantino, presto, fortissimo, sforzando, cantible, dolce and simile.  

Student Learning Outcomes

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

1.  Enlarge basic piano music reading skills

2.  Become Increasingly aware of keyboard topography in easy keys.

3.  Develop hand-foot coordination skills when using the damper peal

4.  Develop articulation and phrase awareness through Dance by Gurlitt.  
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