
This August, PCC celebrated its second annual Welcome Day, a student orientation
event, with more than 2,000 attendees. New students were able to tour the campus,
purchase parking permits, obtain photo ID’s, review class schedules and buy
textbooks. The day’s events included band performances, free food, and a
helicopter visit from KISS-FM's weatherman Commander Chuck.

Commission paid all expenses except
airfare. Students gathered remaining
funds by fundraising and accepting
contributions from Associated
Students and the Tournament of
Roses Commission. ■
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eight people deep, according to James
Arnwine, director of the PCC marching
band. The Tournament of Roses
Commission, which had been sending
one of its top officers each year,
selected the PCC marching band. This

Sixty members of the PCC
marching band traveled to
China in September to

perform in the Shanghai Tourism
Festival. The streets of Shanghai were
lined for a couple of miles, seven to

was the first time the commission sent
a U.S. band. 

“The Shanghai Tourism Commission
had been hoping to get a U.S. group
there, and they were very pleased,”
said Arnwine. The Shanghai Tourism

PCC marching band plays Shanghai Tourism Festival

Welcome Day 2004 Sophomore Class of 1954 returns to PCC
This October, nearly 100 members of the sophomore class of 1954 returned to PCC
to celebrate their 50th reunion. President Kossler updated alumni on the current
status of student life and the campus’ new facilities. Student volunteers led campus
tours, and classmates reunited over lunch in the Creveling Lounge.



acquire and analyze data from nuclear
experiments.

“The Parsons Foundation has
been a strong supporter of excellence
in the sciences through their funding
of scientific equipment, such as
microscopes,” said Bruce Carter, dean
of the natural sciences division. “This
grant allows us to focus on our
physics students, especially those
preparing for further study in biology
or in the medical field.”

Physics is one of 10 scientific
disciplines taught through PCC’s
natural sciences division. The division
is well known for high quality science
programs, and students completing
programs in the division are highly
successful in transferring to the best
colleges in the region and the nation. ■

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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The Ralph M. Parsons
Foundation has awarded a
$62,000 grant to the

Pasadena City College Foundation to
purchase new equipment for the
school’s physics labs.  This is the sixth
grant PCC has received from the
Parsons Foundation to upgrade
laboratory facilities in the natural and
physical sciences. 

Through Parsons funding, the
division will purchase equipment
enabling students to demonstrate
resonances and energy levels,
analyze scattering phenomena in the
atom, perform more complex electricity
experiments, perform quantitative
experiments with magnetic fields,
investigate particles widely used in
medical applications, investigate the
properties of electrons, and quickly

During the past year we
have been trying to
address one of our

students’ most critical needs (after
parking, of course); namely, getting
the classes they need to achieve their
educational goals at PCC. During a
typical academic year, the college
offers approximately 5,500 class
sections.  Thanks to the extraordinary
professional quality of our faculty,
these are all excellent classes.
However, the question we have been
struggling with is: are we offering
enough of the classes our students
need most?  And if not, on what basis
can we shift classes to make available
more sections of what they need?  It
would be nice if we could just add
more sections of the needed classes,
but both funding and classroom space
require us to limit our offerings to
something close to the 5,500 sections
I mentioned. The challenge, therefore,
is on what basis do you shift classes?

At first glance, it might seem like a
fairly easy question to answer.  For
example, one could just look at the
classes that don’t fill and shift them.
The problem is that almost all 5,500
sections do fill.  Sure, there might be a
class here or there that does not meet
its enrollment minimum, but those are
relatively rare.  So, on the surface, it
might appear that students are,
indeed, finding the classes they need.
But that is not necessarily true.  Many
of our students have an obligation to
carry a “full load” of 12 units (for
example, students on scholarships or
financial aid). When these students
can’t get the classes they really need,
they fill their schedules with classes
they can get.  Sometimes this leads to
the discovery of new interests by
students, but it also tends to mask the
true enrollment needs of the students.

We realized, fairly early on, that
we would need some objective way to
determine the value of a particular
course to our students. Since the
needs of our students are diverse, we
eventually identified eighteen
different “benefits” which a course
might have for students; e.g. it is a
course which will transfer to a four-
year institution, it is needed for
attainment of an AA degree, it is a
prerequisite to another required
course, it is part of a vocational
certificate program, and so forth.
Using these identified benefits and
some sophisticated research

methodology, we were able to assign
to each PCC course a score (we call it
the Student Benefit Index, or SBI)
based on the significance of the
course’s need by the greatest number
of our students. We are still refining
the scoring of some individual
courses, but we have now organized
the courses into three groups based on
their “need” scores (high, medium,
low).

Next, we looked at two additional
pieces of data: enrollment closing
dates and student placement
information developed during
assessment.  The closing dates give us
an indication of how fast the high
need courses filled.  And since
continuing students register before
new students, we can determine how
many high need entry-level courses
are filled before our new students
even get a chance to register.  We also
investigated into which courses our
new students were being
recommended by the assessment
process.  From these two studies it
soon became apparent that we were
not offering enough sections of the
high need courses for our new
students.  That’s when the difficult
work began.  The Office of Instruction,
with the full cooperation of the
academic division deans, is now in the
process of gradually replacing low
need class sections with high need
class sections.  

I am sharing this enrollment
management effort with you to
emphasize how serious our PCC
institutional commitment is to the
academic success of our students.  We
recognize that our students cannot be
successful in achieving their
educational goals at PCC if they
cannot get the classes they need.  So,
beginning with needs of our students,
and using all the decision-making
data we can accumulate, we have
begun to build an academic schedule
of classes that will better serve our
students. It is only an institution
which is truly committed to excellence
that is able to admit, ‘maybe we can
do it better.’  I am proud to say that,
when it comes to meeting our
students’ needs, PCC is such an
institution.

James Kossler
President  

Meeting our students’ needs

President James Kossler

Parsons grant funds
new equipment for
PCC physics labs

Born in Columbia and raised in
Argentina, Ocampo moved to the
United States with her family when
she was 14 years old and became
avidly engaged in space science. As a
high school student she joined JPL’s
“space explorer” club, and she fed her
passion for science through studies at
PCC.

“The professors at Pasadena City
College were all memorable to me, and
I am deeply honored to have been
selected for this award,” said Ocampo.  

She went on to earn her B.S. in
Geology from Cal State L.A., her
Masters from Cal State Northridge,
and is currently completing her
doctorate in Geology at Vrije
Universiteit, in the Netherlands.

The other four recipients selected
to receive the Distinguished Alumni
Award are: Sean Astin, actor/director;
Pat Keller McCormick, President of the
Pat McCormick Educational Foundation;
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger;
and Robert A. Wharton, Chief Research
Officer, Idaho State University. ■

PCC alumna

Adriana
Ocampo
selected for

statewide

Distinguished

Alumni

Award

Adriana Ocampo, a JPL/NASA
planetary scientist and a
1978 graduate of Pasadena

City College has been selected by the
California Community College League
as one of five recipients to receive the
2004 Distinguished Alumni Award.
This prestigious award is bestowed
upon community college graduates
who are accomplished professionals
and contributing citizens of their
communities.

Ocampo is a research scientist at
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena where she has worked for
17 years. She is currently working on
the Mars Odyssey Project. She also
works for JPL’s Solid Earth and
Natural Program. 

Ocampo was the first to recognize
that a ring of sinkholes found in the
Yucatan peninsula was related to an
impact crater known as Chicxulub,
which caused the extinction of more
than 50% of the Earth’s species,
including dinosaurs, some 65 million
years ago.

Adriana Ocampo




